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Pickering Interfaces Introduces New Cost-Effective PCI to PXI Interface

Clacton, UK – Continuing their efforts to expand their range of PXI modules and reduce the cost of test, Pickering Interfaces has introduced a new pair of modules that provide a transparent link between a PC’s PCI bus and a PXI chassis. The Model 51-921 PCI card resides in the PC and provides a very high-speed serial link to a Model 41-921 PXI module in Slot 1 of a PXI chassis. The pair forms a transparent bridge between the PCI bus of the PC and the PXI chassis backplane, permitting the control of PXI modules by desktop PCs, independent of the software operating system.

Each 51-921 is able to support two PXI chassis from a single PCI slot, saving module slots in the PC for other functions and lowering the cost of larger PXI test systems. The 41-921 can also be used to connect a PXI chassis to two further chassis from the initial PXI chassis, reducing the number of modules needed to extend a PXI chassis.

Each interface connection uses a full duplex 2.5 Gb/s aggregate serial link based on the StarFabric( interface, ensuring the interface imposes minimal BW restrictions and maximizing data transfer rates. The 51-921 supports 32 bit, 64 bit, 33 MHz and 66 MHz PCI interfaces respectively. The StarFabric interface supports up to 10 meters of screened Cat 5e style cables with RJ45 connectors.

The StarFabric design is a lower power implementation when compared to other interfaces.  This provides for a cooler chassis and helps ensure a long MTBF

According to David Owen, PXI Business Development Manager at Pickering Interfaces, “the new StarFabric interface offers faster transfer speeds than most PC-to-PXI interfaces  and occupies less space than competitive solutions. It provides a cost effective solution for both single chassis and multiple PXI chassis interfacing. “

The 41-921 and 51-921 are priced on the Pickering Interfaces web site and are available immediately.

About Pickering Interfaces

Pickering Interfaces is a market innovator in signal switching and conditioning for a broad range of applications.  With the largest range of switching cards in the industry, Pickering Interfaces has provided solutions to both commercial and military applications.  In addition, Pickering’s range of instrumentation provides innovative modular test solutions to users of the PXI architecture.

For more information on Pickering Interfaces, visit our web site at www.pickeringtest.com. 
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