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PXISA Hosts PXI Express PlugFest at AUTOTESTCON
PXI Vendors Test New PXI Express Products for Interoperability and Compatibility
NIWOT, COLO. (Sept. 25, 2006) – The PXI Systems Alliance (www.pxisa.org) today announced the successful completion of the first PXI Express PlugFest at AUTOTESTCON on Sept. 22 in Anaheim, Calif. PXI vendors ADLINK, Conduant Corporation, Geotest-Marvin Test Systems, GOEPEL electronic, National Instruments Corporation, PLD Applications, PLX Technology and ZTEC Instruments participated in the event to test new PXI Express chassis, controllers and modules for interoperability. Vendors also tested existing PXI modules in PXI Express systems for software and hardware compatibility. The PlugFest demonstrated successful interoperability between PXI Express products from the participating vendors and compatibility of new PXI Express systems with existing PXI modules.
“We tested the PXI Express products for mechanical, electrical and software interoperability,” said Mark Wetzel, technical chair of the PXI Systems Alliance. “We are pleased with the successful interoperability showcased during the PlugFest. The PXI Express systems we tested also demonstrated software and hardware compatibility with existing PXI modules.”

The PXI Express Specification, which passed in August 2005, integrates PCI Express technology into the PXI test and measurement standard. The first PXI Express chassis and controllers released in April 2006, while the first modules released in August 2006. With PXI Express, engineers and scientists can achieve bandwidth of up to 6 GB/s per system – a 45 times improvement compared to traditional PXI systems. This industry-leading bandwidth makes PXI Express an ideal platform for high-speed applications, such as communications test. PXI Express also provides very low latency, which reduces the execution time of automated and manufacturing test applications.

“Our PXI Express Boundary Scan and MOST Bus modules leverage the bandwidth of PXI Express to expand the range of applications that engineers can solve,” said Heiko Ehrenberg, Manager of US Operations at Goepel electronics. “We consider PXI Express one of the most important platforms for test and measurement moving forward.”
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A key feature of the PXI Express Specification is compatibility with PXI. PXI Express preserves both software and hardware compatibility with the more than 1,000 existing PXI modules. Software compatibility ensures that engineers can continue to use familiar development environments, drivers and commercial operating systems, as well as upgrade existing applications while preserving their software investment. Hardware compatibility provides engineers with the ability to use their existing PXI modules in PXI Express systems. PXI Express is also compatible with modules conforming to the CompactPCI Express (EXP.0) Specification from the PCI Industrial Computer Manufacturers Group (PICMG).
PXI Express delivers the next generation of PC-based technology that will continue to drive the rapid adoption of PXI. According to industry analyst Frost and Sullivan, more than 10,000 PXI systems will deploy in 2006. Frost and Sullivan projects that the PXI market will have a more than 25 percent compound annual growth rate through 2011, with a 2011 revenue of more than $564 million. This rapid growth and adoption is supported by the over 70 PXI vendors who offer more than 1,200 PXI products.
About the PXI Systems Alliance 

Formed in June 1998, the PXISA is a group of more than 68 companies that share a common commitment to end-user success with open, multivendor CompactPCI systems for applications in test and measurement, industrial automation and data acquisition. The primary goal of the PXISA is to improve the effectiveness of CompactPCI-based solutions in measurement and automation through use of the PXI specification. PXISA membership is open to vendors who share the PXI philosophy and objectives, and have a desire to produce and promote products and solutions compatible with alliance goals. For more information, visit www.pxisa.org.
For more information about the PXI Systems Alliance, please contact:
Bob Helsel
Executive Director
PXI Systems Alliance

Phone: (303) 652-2585
Fax: (303) 652-1444
bhelsel@pxisa.org 
www.pxisa.org 

###
Product and company names listed are trademarks or trade names of their respective companies.
Systems Alliance








