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New NI PXI Switches Maximize Relay Density, Reduce Test Cost and System Footprint
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AUSTIN, Texas – April 14, 2004 – Engineers now can use National Instruments (Nasdaq: NATI) three new general-purpose PXI switch modules to maximize relay density in a single PXI chassis for reduced system costs and smaller test system footprints. The modules are part of a growing line of new switches from NI that give engineers more than 70 switch configurations to choose from for their automated test systems.

The new switches are ideal for a variety of applications and industries including in-circuit testing in electronics and semiconductor applications; low-frequency signal switching in telecommunications applications; and low-current, high-channel ECU testing in automotive applications.

The NI PXI-2568 switch module is a 31-channel SPST (Form A) relay module. It features independent, latching armature relays with very low on-resistance and low thermal offsets. The module can switch up to 2 A at 30 VDC/30 VAC or up to 150 VDC/150 VAC at lower currents. With an efficient coupling of density and power, the PXI-2568 module is ideal for medium-channel-count control or routing applications.

The NI PXI-2569 switch module is a 100-channel SPST (Form A) relay module. With 100 channels in a single 3U PXI module, it offers incredible density for high-channel automated test equipment (ATE) applications. A chassis full of PXI-2569 modules can offer 1,700 relay channels at up to 100 VDC/100 VAC or 1 A. 

Finally, the NI PXI-2570 is a 40-channel SPDT (Form C) relay module. At 100 VDC/100 VAC or 1 A of switching power, the module is ideal for high-channel control systems or routing ATE loads. Each relay contains a normally open, normally closed and common terminal. 

All NI switch hardware seamlessly integrates with the NI LabVIEW graphical development environment, NI Switch Executive switch configuration management software and NI TestStand test management software. Engineers can use NI Switch Executive to program, validate and maintain their switch system. The modules ship with NI-SWITCH driver software for module-level control and debugging. 

NI designed each of the new switch modules with highly accelerated life testing and performed rigorous environmental testing to ensure quality. Each module comes with CE and UL certification for their respective current and voltage specifications.
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About National Instruments

National Instruments (www.ni.com) is a technology pioneer and leader in virtual instrumentation – a revolutionary concept that has changed the way engineers and scientists approach measurement and automation. Leveraging the PC and its related technologies, virtual instrumentation increases productivity and lowers costs through easy-to-integrate software, such as the NI LabVIEW graphical development environment, and modular hardware, such as PXI modules for data acquisition, instrument control and machine vision. Headquartered in Austin, Texas, NI has more than 3,100 employees and direct operations in 40 countries. In 2003, the company sold products to more than 25,000 companies in 90 countries. For the past five years, FORTUNE magazine named NI one of the 100 best companies to work for in America. Readers may obtain investment information from the company’s investor relations department by calling (512) 683-5090, by sending e-mail to nati@ni.com or by visiting www.ni.com/nati.

Pricing and Contact Information
	NI PXI-2568 switch module priced from $1,195
	11500 N Mopac Expwy, Austin, Texas 78759-3504

	NI PXI-2569 switch module priced from $1,295
	Tel: (800) 258-7022, Fax: (512) 683-9300

	NI PXI-2570 switch module priced from $1,295
	E-mail: info@ni.com

	Web: www.ni.com/switches
	


LabVIEW, National Instruments, NI, ni.com and TestStand are trademarks of National Instruments. Other product and company names listed are trademarks or trade names of their respective companies.
###








